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8th llarch, 1976
iirs 3. Hudson,

Vera Hayward Cliniec,
DUNEDIN HOSPITAL,

Dear krs Hudson,

Re: Toy Librany

In recent years the Psediatric Department has bee
making strenuous elforts to supply more practical
assistence for the Very young cnild who is experiencing
developmental delsy. I refler to children mainly under
three ycars of age, and certainly less than five years.
Some of the chllu*ﬂn have physical and/or J lecty
handicaps, and others are slow _with dcvelor1cntal mile-
stones due to lack of e crience or OPPOALUHltye

A year ago the Vera Hayward Clinic for Iipecial

"1““n wago o:enudn ne ¢iinlc 1Is TOriving anu Goe
workload seems Lo be increasing. Unf ortun°*61 guite a
pumber of chiildren who would benefit fronm the ﬂleVJtl3S

f the clinic live in areas too remote to pernit them
attending. Our visiting physiotherapist is able to see
some of the cut-of~btown physically handic apped children '
in their homes at regular intervals axnd, where appropriate,
our play theranist has atcompanied her. The needs of this
group of children prompted us to consider the establishment
of a Toy Library.

Y et

With the gathering of information aboutl toy ‘lidbraries
and further considsration, it has becone apparent that
this facility coula profitably be used by a wider range
of children. Handicapped children, wherever thsy live,
are unable to explire dﬂd experinent the way normal
youngsters do. The right play material can do 2 lot to
make up for this - b“courﬁmlnv their imagination, t2aching
them skills and helping anm 4'o become involved 3oc1a1¢y
with other pecownle. The children need a great variesty of
play materials and this can bDecome expensivs and %ﬁjﬂnﬂ
the financiel iieans of de‘htSs The ability to borrow
toys would aid this situvation. Children also tend to Lake
more nobtice of a toy if it iz re“orrowed alter several
weeks than if .t has been avousnd all the btine. For’
children sufferiung en vu*nﬂf:nuui deorlndbnvx, the regulaxr
introduction o.] *' ~giving and educational toys has
obvious advantrge ;
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A Toy Library can also provide a continaing
opportunity to nelp and advise parents on how to
assist their children in play activitiess
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Ha feel foirly fident that we should be avile
to find the finance neﬂvqury for the Toy Iibrary.
Initially its use would be mainly confined bto preschool-
aged children with developmental delay from any cause,
The library could at least, in its early stages, Dbe
housed in the Hayward Ciinic.

At this time we would greatly appreciate your
reaction to this idea of a Toy Library. In particular
we would l1like to know if you think the ideza has merit and,
if so, if you have any suggestions regarding the tyres
of children for Nﬂ]Ch it ohould cabef, its organization
and. financing.

Yours sincerely,

// / é‘/// / -

P.M. Buckfield
PALDIA” LCIAN




